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What happens when we die?  
Word Definition 

life Existence of a person 

death The end of life of a 

person 

soul The spiritual part of a 

person 

funeral A ceremony or service 

held after a person’s 

afterlife Life after death 

eternal Existing forever 

akhirah Islamic term for after-

life 

heaven A place (in many reli-

gions) where god lives 

and where the good 

reincarnation Rebirth of a soul in an-

other body 

                           Key Knowledge and Concepts 

Life and death are considered spiritual opposites 

A funeral allows people to remember and 
honour their loved one in a special way 

Christians believe that after their time on 
Earth they will have eternal life in 
the afterlife 

Christians, Muslims and Jews believe when 
a person dies they go to heaven  

Islam teaches that there is life after death, 
and this is known as Akhirah 

Most Hindus believe in reincarnation: that 
humans are in a cycle of death and rebirth called samsara 

Humanists believe humans return to nature when they 

die  


